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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

Pennsylvania-German Society
AT THE

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING

Held at Reading, Pa.

ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15. 1915

HE Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Penn-

d 'fl sylvania-German Society was held in Read-

A I ing, Pennsylvania, on Friday, October 15,

^^^^F 1915- The meeting was called to order at

10 o'clock a.m., in the Assembly Room of

the Young Men's Christian Association building, by Prof.

George T. Ettinger, the Secretary, who introduced the

President, Hon. Harman Yerkes, of Doylestown, Pa.

The invocation was delivered by Rev. Scott R. Wagner,

pastor of the Second German Reformed Church, Reading.

Invocation.

Holy Father, we rejoice in the full and abundant life

that comes from Thee. We gladly and gratefully ac-

knowledge Thee as the source from which cometh every

good and perfect gift. We thank Thee for the love that
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6 The Pennsylvania-German Society.

considers each of us, and for Thy spirit that inspires the

hearts of men everywhere. We praise Thee for the cour-

age and faith with which Thou hast ennobled the lives of

those who have lived worthily before us. May we be in-

spired to live always for the highest ideals that we can

think. May we be persuaded that to live for ourselves

alone Is to defeat the true end of existence. Strengthen

in us all the good motives, and cast out all weakness and

tendency to do less than we ought. Then, enlightened by

Thy presence and warmed by Thy Spirit, may we have

pleasant and helpful fellowship today. When the day Is

over may the work of this Society be worthy of the seal of

Thy approval and the grace of Thy benediction, through

Jesus Christ, our common Lord and Savior, Amen.

The President then delivered his annual address.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Pennsylvania-German So-

ciety :

W HILE I assume the honor and duties of

President of your society with justifiable

pride, I heartily wish I could give expres-

sion to the pleasure which, under usual

conditions, comes to me who can appre-

ciate the kindly preference of his fellows by so flattering

a recognition as Is the choice to the place of the presiding

officer of this honorable and historic society.

But with profound sorrow I recall that, through the in-

scrutable will of the Almighty, the hand of death has

snatched from us the chosen one to perform the offices

now devolving upon me, and who we all anticipated would
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be here to-day to do these things as only he, with his great

ability and surpassing aptitude, could.

Personally, the occasion is doubly sad, since I am to dis-

charge this function in the place of one who from early

manhood was an intimate friend in social, political and pro-

fessional pursuits. For more than forty years our friend-

ship was close and unbroken. I well recall our first meet-

ing, while I was senator, when, as a journalist, young and
enthusiastic, he appeared at Harrisburg, a warm friend

and champion of Judge Jeremiah S. Black as a candidate

for a great office, and I shall never forget our walk, arm
in arm with Judge Black down the boardwalk from the old

capitol, when like delighted boys we listened to the flow of

wit and words of wisdom as they rolled from the fluent

tongue of that " noblest Roman of them all."

I have met our departed friend in discussion of critical

and exciting public questions, at the counsel table over in-

volved and serious legal propositions and I have been his

traveling companion through historic lands, when, all these

cares forgotten, the natural man was revealed, displaying

his family devotion, his kind heart and genial, lovable

qualities.

Always faithful to country and to duty, with deepest de-

votion to party, he disdained to accept pernicious theories

and doctrines which involved the sacrifices of the honor and
credit of his country, but despite the brightest prospects

and deservings of a more distinguished, career, he put

aside ambition, and through a sense of duty, maintained

his self respect, while the dodger and time-server reaped

the honors.

As a lawyer he was aggressive and resourceful, while

diplomatic in the service of his client, supplementing all

with powerful eloquence.
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For his social qualities all loved him, and in countless

homes among the humble and the great, his genial pres-

ence is missed.

To-day as we mourn his taking off, let us unite in our

expressions of the realization of the great loss this society

has sustained, while we strew sweet flowers upon the grave

of William U. Hensel.

These are times when men of such sterling qualities can

ill be spared, and least from those of us who, with just

pride, have associated to commemorate and perpetuate the

grand work of upbuilding America which glorifies the

patriotic record of the early German, Hollander and Swiss

immigrants to Pennsylvania and their descendants, and of

which it is our duty to see they shall not be robbed by

madcap terrorism and false reasoning, inspired by alien in-

terests, calculated to impugn their intelligence and patriot-

ism as Americans, for they have done too great a work in

laying the foundations of American liberty, and American

liberty, conservatism and progress too well recognize their

influence in laying these foundations, well and firm, to tol-

erate from any quarter attempts to arouse suspicion that

we are other than Americans first, last and altogether.

In his address last year. Dr. Sachse, our then retiring

President, reminded us that the constitution of the Society

sets forth that " this organization is strictly a native Amer-

ican organization with no entanglement with any foreign

power."

Even in the use of the hyphen, the founders of the or-

ganization placed to the front its patriotic adherence to

the country and its government which their forefathers

were amongst the first to upbuild upon the broad principles

of liberty and independence, In quest of which they came

here. They knew what they were and were about, and
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with characteristic common sense and propriety, did not

imitate the bad taste of those who subordinate their first

attachment, owing to the country and government of their

own making and adoption, by calling themselves " Irish-

Americans," "German-Americans," "Spanish-Americans"

and the like. They declared themselves " Pennsylvania-

Germans,"—and to be a Pennsylvanlan denotes the best

type of American citizenship. We follow the precept that

those who become of our national family are not dutiful

children who publicly flout their pride in the superiority of

the nations of their origin.

The early immigrants, the Palatines from the upper

Rhine, the Bavarians, Swiss and Hollanders, through long

and weary years of cruel treatment and suffering, had ex-

perienced and endured all the agonies, distress and perse-

cutions of,—and by the burdens they bore deserved the

sympathies of the civilized world, now extended towards,

the people of those sections of Europe who are feeling the

iron heel of the proud overlords of these times.

The Lutherans and Reformers suffered to the limit from

the cruelty and fanaticism of the supermen, emperors: and

kings upon both sides of the Rhine.

A careful and observant Pennsylvania-German historian,

whose thorough study of the history of those sections of

Europe entitles him to speak with authority, has said they

endured " persecutions waged with a cruelty and ferocity

compared to which the crimes of the Turks In later years

against the Christian Armenians pale Into a mere shadow,"

and that those Palatine and kindred victims of the rav-

ages of repeated wars looked to the land of Penn for their

emancipation.

They brought with them a devoted love of liberty and

detestation of government by kings, emperors and super-
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men, so called. They and their sons and daughters were

not deceived by hollow pretences and professed Interest

from the governing classes. While many of them, be- 'j

cause of their especial religious tenets, could not actually

engage in the resort to bloodshed, as a great and influen-

tial part of the body politic, they were a powerful moral

force In upholding the prosecution of the American Revo-

lution and in encouraging their numerous brethren of

other religious beliefs, who therefore did not hesitate to

risk and give their lives to overthrow the tyranny of

foreign masters. The Pennsylvania-Germans were not

Tories during the War of the Revolution, and if the test

shall come, their sons and daughters will rally round the

old flag made glorious and venerated by their fathers.

They have always been jealous of their liberties and

tenacious of their rights. When, under a democratic form

of government, they suspected its lawmakers and adminis-

trators of encroaching upon their rights as freemen by the

imposition of unjust and unequal taxation, they were quick

to assert, by open and loud demonstrations of disapproval,

their rights until the wrongs complained of were discon-

tinued and abandoned, never to be imposed again.

The Pennsylvania-German insurrection in 1798 against

and enforcement of the unwise discriminating and oppres-

sive house tax of the Adams administration, sometimes de-

risively called the " Fries Rebellion," which originated in

the Milfords In Bucks and Lehigh and extended to Berks

and Northampton Counties, was fruitful of grave and

permanent results in upholding the rights of the citizen

and in teaching the officeholder to respect the will of the

people. Besides driving one federal administration from

power and unseating a complaisant judge of the United

States Court, it taught the lesson that Americanism stands
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for liberty, justice and equality. No more convincing ar-

gument in support of the power of an aroused public opin-

ion, in a free republic, against intolerant legislation, can

be cited than the circumstances that although John Fries

was convicted of treason and sentenced to be hanged.

President Adams was forced by it to pardon him, and the

rigid enforcement of the letter of the law led to the even-

tual impeachment of Judge Chase, who had failed to grasp

the spirit of our institutions.

"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty" and there

lurks in its path no greater danger than that complaisant

sense of security, which, in bodies of this character, some-

times discourages, as unsocial and unbecoming, discussion

of public conditions. Let us not confound such discussion

with partisanship.

Public governmental affairs concern us all alike, in so-

ciety, in the churches, and especially in patriotic associa-

tions; they should be jealously watched, from the stand-

point of intelligence, best gained through calm discussion.

We are not here to fight the battles of others, but rather

to cherish the traditions of our own past and to preserve

our heritage by vigilant observation of those changes which

even imperceptibly may undermine the basic structure of

our system.

Is there to-day a lurking danger that, unwatched, a

microbe insidiously is gnawing away at the vitals of rep-

resentative government, while our vigilance is distracted

by false cries? If there be, the danger is greater than

lies in the outcome of the issues being fought out by the

bloody battles on the old continent.

Great crimes against morality and humanity find their

excuse under the name of God. May not equally great

political crimes, and pernicious results, be accomplished

under the name of Reform.
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In Pennsylvania during the past quarter of a century

the loud cry of Reform has stifled public discussion, and

discredited the warning from those who dared to doubt,

so far, that the safest weapon by the citizen, the ballot

by the exercise of the elective franchise, after open public,

partisan if you choose to so call it, contest, when men and

measures were subject to investigation in the limelight of

public opinion, has gradually been snatched from the elec-

tor's hand and by the manipulation of the professional

politician and mercenary advertiser, is perverted, against

his constitutional right to exercise it, to a selfish use under

the name of a so-called uniform primary law, and in the

selection of the most responsible officers, the judges of the

courts, called a non-partisan primary, with the result that

the gang, often working in conjunction with secret socie-

ties, sells the office to the highest bidder, and the deluded

candidate and taxpayers pay for the farce. Non-par-

tisan Reform has been worked for all there is in it, the

machine is better greased than ever before, and the de-

luded people are reaping the reward, by a less efficient

public service. To accomplish these ends, the legislature

has substituted for the right of the people, under the con-

stitution, to elect their officers at the November election,

the privilege of the uninformed or trained few to fore-

stall that election, and as has been recently demonstrated,

to seat upon the bench, without an election, judges whose

choice has resulted from receiving In number, votes, some

unquaHfied, many times less than a majority of the quali-

fied voters who will cast their ballots at the coming gen-

eral election. Unfortunately there is a disposition In the

judiciary to regard lightly these transgressions of the con-

stitutional rights of the electors.

Partisanship is not required in the exercise of govern-
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mental functions, but It Is essential to a watchful super-

vision and exposure of corrupt and partisan uses of public

office.

As Pennsylvania-Germans, we subscribe to the doctrine

of State rights and oppose the principle of an unlimited

centralized government, yet In our own commonwealth
we are compelled to witness In recent years, and I regret

to say not the least of It this year, a tendency. If not a

policy, to so legislate, as to centralize, under the chief

executive, all the functions of government. The estab-

lishment of government borrowed by our fathers from
the excellent example of the Swiss cantons was upon the

basis that the family was the unit, and the township the

primary organization and authority of all government.

Now the system Is reversed,—the executive of the state

Is made the primary power, the officeholders thereby ap-

pointed the instruments, and the townships and counties

the means of accomplishing the purpose.

It may appear more efficient and regular that the gov-

ernor and his heads of departments shall select and im-

pose upon these smaller municipalities all the officials

necessary to regulate their internal affairs, while they are

compensated out of the revenue collected from the people,

that the executive, his school superintendents, attorneys

general, insurance commissioner, superintendent of public

grounds. Inspectors, health officers and so on, should con-

trol all state or semi-state institutions and appoint their

Inspectors as spies, throughout the commonwealth, to

safeguard, oftener to annoy and oppress, the people.

But on the contrary, these powers take from local sub-

divisions of the state, the right of self-government, and
concentrate In the central power the control and selection

of innumerable officers, who are available as a powerful
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and efficient machine, to perpetuate, under the convenient

primary elective system, a great political order of office^

holders.

How near does this condition compare with the charge

against King George III. contained In the Declaration of

Independence that "He has erected a multitude of New
Offices and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our

people and eat out their substance."

Were our people any happier, were they any better

governed, In 19 13, under a state expenditure of nearly

thIrty-sIx millions of dollars than they were In 1873 at a

cost of less than seven millions of dollars, an Increase of

more than five times in amount? Both the great political

parties, following the cry of Reform, have vied with each

other In bringing about these changes. There has been

no counteracting check of late years, through partisan

watchfulness, because the popular cry Is non-partisanship.

The solid good sense of the honest Pennsylvania-German

element, of our electorate, may at least wisely Inquire

whether, after all. Modern Reform has worked towards

maintaining the traditions handed down to us from our

fathers, and whether government by legislative devices to

cloud the effectiveness of the ballot and through the preva-

lent tendency to centralized official power is In harmony

with those time-honored traditions.

If the time has come when we should consider whether

it Is better to go on thus, or to turn back to the theories

of our fathers and the system they adopted, which for

nearly two centuries preserved our political equality and

fostered social happiness, we would think the reversal of

the machinery could not be entrusted to more efficient

hands than a typical Pennsylvania-German governor, ad-

vised by his law officer, the grandson of a former great



Prayer. 15

governor, selected from the same Pennsylvania type of

conservative citizenry. Let us hope and strive for a re-

turn to representative government, and those now en-

trusted with power will not shatter our hopes.

The President : The next business in order is the re-

port of the Secretary.

George F. P. Wanger (Pottstown) : I do not like to

break in on the programme, but after the beautiful tribute

that was paid to the Hon. William U. Hensel, would it

not be well, as a mark of respect, for this Society to rise

and have Rev. Dr. L. Kryder Evans, of Pottstown, who
was his classmate in college, offer a prayer at this time?

The President: That does not require a vote, but by

unanimous consent I will call upon Dr. Evans, as sug-

gested.

Prayer by Rev. L. Kryder Evans, D.D'.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee
for the goodly example of all those who have preceded

us. Our fathers, our mothers and loved ones departed in

their day and generation, trusted and believed in Thee
and were never disappointed. We thank Thee for the

impress of their lives, not only upon their immediate

families, but upon the country at large, and upon the So-

ciety at large. We thank Thee particularly for the Im-

press of the life of one who has been called from Time to

Eternity, whose demise we so much lament. Help us,

dear Lord, In all our endeavors to take possession for

Thee of all the channels through which our lives are

flowing, that we, in our day, may glorify Thy holy name,

subserve Thy holy will and purpose and thus accomplish

the plan of our life as Thou hast laid it down for us.

We invoke Thy blessing upon us. Be with us In this
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meeting, and may the spirit of the Master pervade our

hearts, and accept our service, through Jesus Christ, our

Lord, Amen.
The Secretary, Dr. George T. Ettlnger, of AUentown,

then submitted the following:

Annual Report of the Secretary.

Mr. President^ and members of the Pennsylvania-Ger-

man Society: Once again it becomes the duty of the Exec-

utive Committee to report, through the Secretary, to the

Society in annual meeting assembled on its stewardship of

the affairs of the Society during the past year.

The four quarterly meetings of the Executive Commit-

tee were held on January 29, April 30, June 24, and Oc-

tober 14, 1915.

During the year now drawing to a close the following

were elected to membership

:

Hon. Frank L. Crone, Director of Education, Manila,

Philippine Islands.

Rev. Howard E. Snyder, Kingston, N. Y.

Harvey B. Hostetter, Lancaster, Pa.

Dr. Joseph E. Blanck, Green Lane, Pa.

John Kuhns, Haverford College, Pa.

John Atlee, Parkton, Md.
Marcus S. Hottenstein, Department of Justice, Wash-

ington, D. C.

Rev. Willis J. Edelman, Lebanon, Pa.

Winfield A. H. Reider, Reading, Pa.

Henry P. Keiser, Esq., Reading, Pa.

Garrett E. Brownback, Linfield, Montgomery County,

Pa.

Edgar S. Richardson, Esq., Reading, Pa.

Prof. George W. Richards, D.D., Lancaster, Pa., re-

newed his membership.
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During the year the following resigned

:

Hon. Peter Grosscup, Chicago, 111.

Rev. W. H. Fluck, Bethlehem, Pa.

Samuel B. Grumbine, Esq., Titusville, Pa.

Henry B. Eggert, Bethlehem, Pa.

Dr. Thomas J. B. Rhoads, Boyertown, Pa.

Neander A. Gobrecht, Altoona, Pa.

During the past year death also invaded our ranks and

carried off some of our most prominent members:

On February 27, 19 15, Hon. William U. Hensel,

LL.D., of Lancaster, Pa., litterateur, lawyer, statesman,

and President of the Pennsylvania-German Society,

passed away at Savannah, Georgia, whither he had gone

to restore his shattered health.

On August 25, of the same year, Dr. William F. Muh-

lenberg, LL.D., a member of the first class graduated

from Muhlenberg College, a prominent physician of

Reading, Pa., and a lineal descendant of Henry Melchior

Muhlenberg, the Patriarch of the Lutheran Church in

America, and First Vice-President of the Pennsylvania-

German Society, was also summoned to his eternal home.

In the early part of the year Col. Jacob S. Dillinger,

of Allentown, Pa., for many years a prominent figure in

Lehigh County politics, and a member of the legal pro-

fession, also passed away, to be followed a little later by

his fellow citizen, Thomas J. Koch, well known in bank-

ing and mercantile circles in the city of Allentown.

On February 15, 19 15, George B. Kulp, of Wilkes-

Barre, Pa., after an illness of but two days, also passed

away.

This leaves the Society at this time a membership of

459-

During the year part one of Volume XXIII. of the



1

8

The Pennsylvania-German Society.

Proceedings appeared, to be followed by part second of

the same volume, which is now in the hands of the printer.

While some of the members may have thought that part

one of the volume was very slender, when compared with

some of the stout volumes of past years, it was felt that

the quaint and rare views of old Germantown amply made

good any lack of the usual reading matter found in previ-

ous volumes.

I am sure that it will be welcome news to all of the

members of the Society when they are informed that the

material for Volumes XXIV. and XXV. of the Proceed-

ings, for much of which we were obliged to wait a long

time, is now so well in hand that there is every prospect

of being able to bring our annual publication up to date.

I am also aware that if the members were fully aware of

the difficulties which beset the gathering of suitable ma-

terial for our annual volume, they would have the same

amount of patience which the Executive Committee so

often has been obliged to cultivate while waiting for ma-

terial of suitable quality and quantity to continue the long

list of annuals already published.

The financial condition of the Society is fully set forth

in the report of the Treasurer.

With the most pleasant recollections of the very suc-

cessful meeting of last year, when we were the guests of

the genial and whole-souled first citizen of Lancaster,

who now sleeps beneath the sod of the city to which he

brought the honor of his achievements in many and varied

walks of life, let me bespeak for the Pennsylvania-Ger-

man Society the ever increasing love and loyalty of all its

members, so that it may grow in membership, may in-

crease in influence, and may more and more accomplish

the purpose for which it was established a quarter of a

century ago.
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Report of the Treasurer.

The Treasurer, Dr. J. E. Burniett Buckenham, of Phil-

adelphia, submitted his report, as follows

:

Report of the Treasurer of the Pennsylvania-German

Society, October 31, 1913-NovEMBER 12, 1914.

Dr.

Balance received from Julius F. Sachse,

former Treasurer $1,981.49

To annual dues received ( No. 5875-6197 ) . $1 ,089.00

To interest on bonds 40.00

To publications sold 235.50 $1,364.50

$3,345.99

Cr.

Stenographer, annual meeting 2.00

Penn National Bank, safe deposit box rent . . 5.00

Clerical services 36.88

Dues, Penna. Federation Historical Societies 2.00

Printing Volume XXII. Proceedings. . .

.

810.29

Gilbo & Co., photogravure plates 28.75

W. H. Rau, photographs 4.00

Electrotint Engraving Co., electroplates . .

.

30.33

Translating and transcribing manuscript. . .

.

35.91

New Era Co., postage, expressage and sun-

dries 49.66

J. F. Sachse, books, postage and sundries. .

.

17.06

P. C. Stockhausen, printing, postage, sundries 75.65

Postage and sundries for Treasurer 57.13

P. C. Stockhausen, halftones for Volume

XXII 98.75

Cash on hand 5.49 1,258.90

Balance in Penn National Bank, November

12, 1914 2,087.09

$3,345.99

2*
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Assets.

Electric & Peoples' Traction Company 4 per cent.

bonds, $500 each $1 ,000.00

Respectfully submitted,

J. E. Burnett Buckenham,
Treasurer.

Report of the Treasurer of the Pennsylvania-German

Society, November 12, 1914-OcTOBER 15, 1915.

Dr.

Balance in Penn National Bank, November 12, 1914. $2,087.09

Cash on hand November 12, 1914 5.49

To annual dues received (No. 6198-6392) .$609.00

To interest on bonds 40.00

To publications sold 173-45 822.45

$2,915-03

Cr.

Penn National Bank, rent safe deposit box. .

.

5.00

Clerical services 32.00

Dues, Penna. Federation Historical Societies. 2.00

Printing Volume XXIII. Proceedings, sun-

dries 168.63

Gilbo & Co., photogravure plates 27.50

Electrotint Engraving Co., electroplates .... 15.01

J. F. Sachse, typewriting, postage, copyright.

.

14.35

P. C. Stockhausen, printing and stationery . .

.

20.50

Nevi' Era Printing Co., insurance on publica-

tions 9.25

Annual Meeting, 1914 23.25

New Era Printing Co., printing, postage,

expressage 49-4^

Rent of room for Executive Committee meeting 5.00

P. C. Stockhausen, printing halftones, insur-

ance, etc 53-87
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Peiffer Bros., engraving copperplate 11.00

Postage and sundries for Treasurer 15.73 468.74

Balance in Penn National Bank, October 11,

1915 2,446.29

$2,915.03

Assets.

Electric & Peoples' Traction Company 4 per cent.

bonds, $500 each $1,000.00

Respectfully submitted,

J. E. Burnett Buckenham,
Treasurer.

The Secretary then presented the following report of

the Auditing Committee

:

The Auditing Committee appointed by the President

of the Society, to audit the accounts of Dr. J. E. Burnett

Buckenham, Treasurer, covering the periods, October 31,

1913, to November 12, 1914, and from November 12,

19 14, to October 15, 19 15, inclusive, report that they

have examined the said report of the accounts of the

Treasurer for such periods, and find them correct, both as

to items of charge and discharge, principal and income

contained therein.

Ulysses S. Koons,

George Lewis Plitt,

Alfred Percival Smith,

Auditing Committee.

The President announced that the next order of busi-

ness was the nomination and election of officers, when
Rev. Theodore E. Schmauk, Chairman of the Executive

Committee, presented a list of nominations for the offices

to be filled, at the same time stating that he wished to

make It perfectly clear that these nominations were only
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by way of suggestion, and that according to the constitu-

tion of the Society there was abundant room open for fur-

ther nominations on the part of individual members of the

Society. The nominations presented by Dr. Schmauk

were:

For President, Prof. George T. Ettinger, Ph.D., Al-

lentown.

For Vice-president, Col. Harry C. Trexler, Allentown.

For Vice-president, Frank S. Livingood, Esq., Reading.

For Secretary, Daniel W. Nead, M.D., Reading.

For Treasurer, J. E. Burnett Buckenham, M.D., Phil-

adelphia.

For Members of the Executive Committee, George A.

Gorgas, Harrisburg; Rev. John Baer Stoudt, North-

ampton; H. Winslow Fegley, Reading.

There being no other nominations, the chairman of the

nominating committee was instructed to cast the ballot of

the Society for the ticket as announced, which was accord-

ingly done.

At 12 o'clock a recess was taken until 2 o'clock p.m.

At noon a luncheon was served to the members of the

Society at the Berkshire Hotel by the Reading members,

after which the visitors were taken over the Neversink

Mountain Electric Railroad and the Mt. Penn Gravity

Railway as the guests of the Reading Chamber of Com-
merce.

Afternoon Session.

The Society met at 2 o'clock, p.m., in the Assembly

Room of the Young Men's Christian Association, when
Benjamin Matthias Nead, Esq., of Harrisburg, Pa., read

the following paper:
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